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William Howard Taft, the twenty-seventh president of the Iftiited
States, was elected as Theodore Roosevelt's successor in 1908, Taft, a
Republican, was bom politically out of his time. As a president he was
both a throwback and a forecast} a throwback to the eighties of the last
century and a forecast of the twenties in this centtiry. Never before had
the White House been the scene of such "pulling and hauling, bickering and
strife" as it was in the years from 1909 to 1913»^
One of the most important influences in Taft's life was his wife:
"You are my dearest and best critic and worth much to me in stirring me
up to n^y best endeavor," he wrote to her. His public career was dictate^
largely by Mrs, Taft's ambitions and desires. Family ties were strong.
Rarely did Taft make an important decision without consulting his
brothers. Finally, there was the influence of Theodore Roosevelt who se¬
lected Taft as his successor to the presidency and later turned against
him, thus precipitating one of the most bitter quarrels in American
party history,*^
Taft was what is called a party man. He believed in the party as a
method of government in a democratic republic. Taft believed that the
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interests of the two great parties in the American government were more
or less identical. This identity related primarily to the fundamental
concem of the state,^
Family and Education.—Taft was bom in Cincinnati, Ohio, on
September 1^, 1857. Alfonso Taft, his father, had moved westward from
Vermont, and his mother, Louise Torrey Taft, was a native of Milbury,
Massachusetts. Taft's father had been attorney general in President U. S.
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Grant's cabinet and minister to Austria and Russia.
Taft was blessed with an education which was regular in its contents
and rich in its methods. The Taft boys were above average in intelligence,
Taft's father once remarked that mediocrity would not do for "Will." Pre¬
paring for college in the first-rate high schools of his native and
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historic city of Cincinnati, he entered Yale College as a student in 187U.
At Yale, Bill Taft, as friends called him, was marked both by his
size and scholarship. While he was pursuing his graduate courses at Yale
from 187U to 1878 another American with whom he was to have relations was
a student at Harvard. Roosevelt's co\irses represented a progressive
course; Taft's the conservative or classical,^
Political Experiences.—Graduation from Yale was followed by study at
the Cincinnati Law School. Upon graduating from law school, Taft accepted
the position as law reporter for the local Times-Star. Later, he became a
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reporter for the Cincinnati Commercial. On October 25, 1880, Taft was
appointed assistant prosecutor of Hamilton county.^
After entering politics in Ohio, Taft practiced law in Cincinnati
from 1883 to 1887. He was eventually appointed to the State Superior Court
in 1887 to fill an unexpired term. The following year he was elected to
the position. With the exception of his campaign for the presidency, Taft
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never again ran for public office. In succession Taft was appointed
Solicitor General of the United States, a judge of the Federal Circuit
Co\irt, the president of the Philippine Commission (1901-1901;), Governor of
the Philippines, and Secretary of War on Februaiy 1, 190U, to succeed
3
Elihu Root in Theodore Roosevelt's administration.'^
As an administrator he was so successful that Roosevelt often used
him as a kind of an assistant president. Despite his long record of public
service before the campaign, Taft was not known too well in many parts of
the country. The nation, however, believed that he would make an efficient
Chief Executive and a progressive-minded one. He received the president's
blessings and he repeatedly remarked that the aim of his administration
would be to carry out and anplify the Roosevelt policies. let, Taft made
an indifferent record at the White House and his years there were far from
being happy.^
With brief exceptions Taft was in some public office until March U,
1913* Despite his long sesrvlce in political life, he had an ineptitude for
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the complicated art of politics* His real ambition was for a seat on the
Supreme Court; it was with great reluctance that he became a candidate for
the presidency,^
Roosevelt Endorses Taft«-"-At the end of his second terra Roosevelt
could have been nominated again had he permitted his friends to carry out
their plans. Instead, he directed all his political power toward the selec¬
tion of William Howard Taft as his sviccessor. The convention of 1908 was
Roosevelt’s convention.
In 1906-1907, when the Liberal element of the Republican party began
looking for a candidate their attention centered i^jon Grovemor Charles Evans
Hughes of New York. Roosevelt did not trust Hughes; he trusted Taft though
his associates did not. Taft's attitude toward the Liberals in 1907-1908
before the Republican convention was probably consciously, certainly con-
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spicuovisly charming, Taft's brother and those near him felt that his .
amiable ways had made him a popular idol, Roosevelt, dominating the Liberals
and controlling the Southern delegates, made the nomination of Hughes im¬
possible and Taft became the presidential candidate of the Republican party
in a direct succession from Roosevelt,^
Indicative of the feeling of certain Georgians toward William Howard
Taft was the attitude of Tom Watson. Watson made it clear that he wanted
Roosevelt to run for another term. In 1908 he received an invitation to dine
at the White House, During the course of dinner he pointed out that Roosevelt
could count on his support as well as that of William Jennings Bryan,
Roosevelt, however, was adamant in his determination not to run, "Always
^White, 0£. cit., p, 332.
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